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steam power of the West and how the character of the Indian
economy had deliberately been changed from one of a pro-
ducer to that of a supplier of raw materials for the British in-
dustries. He further pointed out that apart from this change
the British administration did not take adequate steps even
to encourage Indian agriculture. On the contrary, it continued
to levy extortionate rates of land tax which impoverished
the agriculturists in order to sustain a high level of Govern-
ment expenditure, not all in the interest of India. Expen-
sive wars beyond the borders of India, he pointed out, had
been financed out of Indian revenues in pursuance of British
imperialistic policies. British capital had been employed in
India on guaranteed rates of interest. The "Home charges/'
as they were then called, which represented a regular flow
of resources from India to Britain., he characterised as a
tribute imposed, by the ruling country on a dependency. It
was a continued drain which could not but impoverish
India. Given these economic policies, it was no wonder, he
concluded, that the economic condition of India continued
to deteriorate, and the country was visited by recurring fa-
mines.
These criticisms did not substantially influence the poli-
cies of the then Colonial Government. Some of the grosser
forms of exploitation may have been avoided, but it would
have been siirprising if the criticisms had led to a more
equitable economic relationship between the Colonial Power
and its dependency. Colonialism would have lost its raison-
d'etre if the "various forms of exploitation pointed out by
Romesh Dutt had been abandoned. The significance of the
work that he did in this respect and the views that he ex-
pressed lay, therefore, not in influencing current adminis-
tration but in creating a consciousness among his country-
men of the true economic implications of colonialism. It

